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“COVID-19 has reinforced awareness of the impact cities have on our physical and 
emotional health”, says Senior Lecturer Pere Vall.  

 
The UIC Barcelona School of Architecture launches a new 
Master’s Degree in Urban Design for Healthy Cities 

 
The programme is based on a practical cross-disciplinary approach and seeks to produce 
experts in sustainable urban design oriented towards the welfare of citizens 
 
This master's degree is aimed at all professionals involved in the design, management and 
physical planning of cities, especially architects and urban planners 
 

 

Barcelona, 4 May 2021 The UIC Barcelona School of Architecture is adding a new master's 
degree programme during the 2021-2022 academic year. It is cross-disciplinary in nature and 
takes a practical approach aimed at providing students with a conceptual and methodological 
basis for the design and planning of urban environments in accordance with the principles of 
well-being and sustainability. The master's degree is co-directed by Senior Lecturers Pere Vall 
Casas, Álvaro Cuéllar, and Marta Benages. 
 
“While public health and urban planning share common goals, they have remained 
independent disciplines over the last century. Growing concern about the current 
environmental and health emergency has led to a wide debate on the need to join both fields 
together, since binomial urban planning and healthcare has gained momentum in recent 
years,” the programme coordinator and directors pointed out.  
 
The programme, which will be taught fully in English, is aimed at all professionals involved in 
the design, management and physical planning of cities (architects, city planners, landscape 
planners, civil engineers, etc.) who want to broaden their knowledge in sustainable urban 
design that focuses on the well-being of citizens.  
 
Healthy urban planning 
In general, COVID-19 has reinforced awareness of the impact cities have on our physical and 
emotional health,” said Senior Lecturer Pere Vall. As users of cities, the lockdown experience 
has highlighted the importance of having open spaces nearby, particularly parks. Citizens 
have also become aware of their ability to take over and transform these spaces. “Citizens 
who are much more involved in the co-production of the city will surely emerge as a 
consequence of this learning experience. At a technical and political level, COVID-19 will 
undoubtedly accelerate the incorporation of health parameters into city design. However, 
learning, at this level, will also translate into long-term and high impact change, both in terms 
of the theoretical reformulation of the city (in aspects such as dimension, density, active 
mobility or open space typologies) and the practical exercise of urban planning (with the 
incorporation of environmental psychology and the behavioural dimension into the design of 
public space),” said Dr Pere Vall. 

 
Our new Master's Degree in Urban Design for Healthy Cities covers both the professional and 
the research fields and brings together the environmental, social, cultural and economic 
dimensions, and includes more than 20 talks given by experts. Thus, aspects related to air 
pollution and noise, sustainable transport and infrastructure planning, peri-urban agriculture, 
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security in public spaces, environmental justice and gentrification, cultural heritage, tourism 
and new models of circular and local economy will be studied, among other topics.  
 
The academic programme for the master's degree also includes a cross-disciplinary urban 
design workshop that will combine intelligent technologies and nature-based solutions from a 
holistic point of view and will be undertaken in the city of Barcelona, an international 
benchmark in terms of urban design. “This master’s degree goes beyond the idea of training 
technicians who are well adapted to the new requirements in a market in which healthcare will 
play an increasingly important role. The master's degree also particularly aims to train 
technicians to become capable of transforming the market itself, humanising it, through 
knowledge acquired through critical reflection on professional practice itself,” the three 
lecturers pointed out.  
 
For this first edition of the master’s degree, a total of 25 places are available and the student 
admission process is now open.   
 
 

 
About the UIC Barcelona School of Architecture 
The UIC Barcelona School of Architecture is a school of architecture committed to the intellectual, professional and 
personal growth of all those who form part of it. It implements a teaching model based on individual attention, 
practical learning in all areas of knowledge, cutting-edge technology and a teaching staff with international 
experience. The UIC Barcelona School of Architecture creates architects capable of facing the challenges of 
today’s society. 

 
 

For more information, please contact:  
 
Marcos Doespiritusanto.  

Head of communications for the UIC Barcelona School of Architecture  

Tel. +34 932 541 800 / mdoespiritusanto@uic.es / www.uic.es / @UICbarcelona 
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